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I seStoo KteSS'oSf 22 Sd? 6 craftsman -whose craft is 

1 1963, proves «mS°to me S the Stn ” ° f events but their imi- 
wisdom of Aristotle^ r^Mrk ab?outpoeSv T?® 1 f ? n “- makes decisions 

chological completeness in the treatment 

Reviewed by Kenneth John Atchity curtailed his engineering studies 

~ ■ — r - : ■ f} ™ 1966 to pursue his investiga- 

M K ’\ death by a journaiist like Wil- tlhm 6 haS a “? as ? ed a mind^rat- 

bam Manchester ("Death of a President”! ““g arsenal of loose ends. - 

or by a novelist like Nancy Freedman 9 ue 5t had its formal initiation 

( Joshua, Son of None”); a sense of clo- J ‘ L i ebeler > a Warren Com- 

sure is achieved by the former through UCLA teaching law at 

.. . , ' 

two frames of the Zapruder film of the as- course remains in memory, but as aeener- 
sassination— two crucial ones— had been ality : He died a slow death— how rad for 
reversed m the published report (the FBI him, for us; she died quickly thank good- 

Hpad 3 p , nn . ti ”f e f r ? r ”)= J - F - K -’ s ness; his was a senseless slaying. This psy- 

head-motion clearly indicated a shot com- chology applies to J.Fjf. as it does to Tnhn 

ing from toe front-the grassy knoll- Lennon. There is a ma^fied^e re 

Ttf'SJi were properly- served for those mortalswhose role in the 

™TJ ad ^ S ?« y COm F d % d considerable public consciousness makes them, in their ;i - 

evidence that the medical examinations lifetimes and after, larger than others- He- 

made in Dallas were radically different roes of tragedy, of epic When our gods are 

from those reported from the Bethesda au- slain, toe oldmyth <rf tamortafity asatios? 

topsy, toe, fundamental “best evidence” sibility for the noble human mus t bere- 

for toe Commission s findings. The author fashioned, 

was positive that toe “best evidence” was But I still wonder what difference it all 
fraudulent, toe result of a medical altera-, makes. Didn't we know then there was 
tion of toe President’s body sometime be- more? Didn’t_wejll know, at least since 
tween Dafias and toe final Bethesda pho- Mark Lane— that the Warren Commission 
tographs. . V-.-" fc^.y. was far. from convincing in its explanation 

But as time passes after-toe-deatoof a_J>fjybat.happened?.Contradictions found in 
human, even a beloved h uman, how toe the report were published by the Commis- 
person died becomes less and less impor- sion itself. Its conclusion was political, in 
tant than that toe person died. How of Please Turn to Page 8 
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the precise mode by which politics 

SntYlAtimflp i — „ a „ „ _ . . r. 



watched the shock waves from the 
wimet.wiZ'l-TT' ” Iucn politics television. I m not surprised now, since 
man i S UTU ^ es flrt. Even twice as ^ wasn't then, that some doctors 
many volumes couldn’t resurrect J.F.K. thought the wound was in the lefttem 
of truth fe served by con- P'e, others on the right. 



— ——. 1 L icaurreci j.r .K. me wound was in the left fem 

What face of truth is served by con- Pte. others on the right The temnl«?n 
^.investigation that, after 17 m y mind weren’t physical ones at that 

at fea^^, le ^ y i ^ COnciusive? Let ’ s T ment ’ but memorial temples where a 
aUeast get that straight, if we can. Place was being readied for the sto 

VOlinor PrAciHont . 



« sun legally mconclusive? L 

a r east get that straight, if we can. -- ^ reauiea tor the slain 

Laftons ingenuousness is telltale. He ^ oun f President. The process was na- 
can t believe the irreverent attitude of t!0nal -th e enshrining immediate be- 
, attorney Liebeler toward the Commis- f? 1186 the Pe°Ple of this country were 
sion he served on-as though Lifton C en ’ 38 , now ’ de sperate for heroes- 
were unaware that irreverence is a J?f re w ® had one in our midst and let 
characteristic survival mechanism used 5?™ away. For the people with 
by people^ serving ft high-pressure si- “ DaUas - ™agine how much 

tuations. Lifton s pmntiA«£. • more confusing the event was anrf 

seempH Mn nmn^no *i_ . 



tuations. Lifton’s 

citement to a cloak-and-dagger palace 
detective story: “The scene conjured up 

^kPri Un t ' eVab,e_the Ud of a coffin 
raised at some secret location, unknown 

hands on the body, tools brought to 
bear, niftmcr intr, - v®. _ 



** »-» wijr , uhiis DrOUEmt to r* J ^ «*• 

bear, cutting into the corpse of John F . So the slaying ft Texas was not a po- 

Kennedy , who had been, just hours be- ^oecvent at all; The tussle between the 

tore, the most powerful man in the coroner® ar,w m,„ o 



"I — wiuuomg me event was— and 
seemed. No wonder there are a hundred 
S a/ hap P ened ~ a il of tta 

awe^The ° th6m reported in w °rds of 
awe. The assassination is a sacred text- 
we study it by heart. 

So the slaying ft Texas was not a tw- 
ice event at all. The inceie 



world.” These "are the hair-raising 
emotions of myth, and Lifton’s book ha! 
that spellbinding effect even on the 
skeptical reader: “I wrote ‘Best 

wlmed 6 '” L ^n says, “because I 
wanted everyone else to have the same 
experience I had ft discovering new 
evidence . , . Perhaps it will inspire 

♦ n /»rt»V»A J T-» 

- jt4 F*3 wgcuier, 

gation further,’ 

^ l uthor . I think it’s typical 
—not astonishing— that the Warren 
Commission Report was contradictory 
and inconclusive. I don’t find the fum- 
bureaucrac y astounding. I 
hZan^ t i i L aJ - Wa L S . aCC , essib l e to 



luaBie oetween the 

^ the Secret Service 
Lu bo £ , was won by the proper 
priesthood. This was a political-reli- 
gious event. 

Somebody ft Dallas that afternoon 
may have made a covert decision that 
the police aspects were insignificant 
compared to the national-aXS- 
uonal— momentousness of the Pres- 
idents murder. A decision may have 

sake to SlmpUfy the record for the 
sake of the community. It is as imagina- 
ble as Lofton’s thesis— or as the Com- 
mission s Oswald story. 

■ , Tb ® possibilities and complexities are 
infinite, and we can make art, investi- 
gations and myth from them as long as 
we need to : it’s just that I prefer the 



accessible to 

iwman beings either, especially when M tne nickering 

the event in question is surrounded bv ? f emotM nal investigations, 

clouds of amazement and guilt (like the S? te *® r decisi0n was made ft Dallas 
gxhlt of the government ffrivetf T° rce °* e *«* » wasef? 

cies who had faded at their 3 e S the books of law and 

important function.- the protection 5 b ° oks myth. When the' 

their commander-in-chief) king returns he will reclaim the old 

J,F.K.’sd ea th was tragic for all of us, *“ g8 P ° Wer 

3nd T vitnHlw Mnnii — — - . * 



. j i . a “catn was tragic for all of us, - ” ’ ' 

as I stood in of literature at Oc- 

fice of Georgetown UnivSy ^d of L /A 




